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From the DIRECTOR 

    Sarah Dawson 

I used to think that it was really strange when Jesus                                       
would ask people if they wanted to be healed (John 5:6). Who wouldn’t want to 
be healed?! But working in the place I do and living in the city where I live, I 
have come to realize that there are people who just don’t want to or are not 
ready to be healed. A person has to be willing to live with the new and fresh. 
Sometimes we just get too comfortable where we are even if it is not a good 
place to be.  
 
Jesus gives an invitation for all who are weary and burdened to come to Him   
so He can give them rest. It’s an invitation that a person can accept or not     
accept. As odd as it may seem to some of us, it really is a choice that not      
everyone is willing to make.  
 
Jesus says that He came so that we may have life and have it to the full (John 
10:10). Every time I see a person on the streets, I am torn. My heart goes out   

to them and I want to give them every gift I could    
possibly give, to see them turn their life around and live 
a full life. At the same time, I also know that many of 
them are not ready or willing to do things differently. 
They are not ready to come to the One who can heal 
them and give them new life. It breaks my heart. Seeing 
this is what has made me better understand why Jesus 
asked if they wanted to be healed instead of just healing 
everyone on the spot. Some may not have been ready 

for such a precious gift. He is a gentleman who is not willing to impose Himself 
on others. He sends an invitation to all who are willing to come.  
 
It’s not just physical healing that He gives. There are hurts that run deeper than 
our outer garments and straight to our soul and spirit. But God says that His 
word is sharper than a two-edged sword and able to divide soul and spirit. He 
can get to anything that pains us and heal those wounds.  
 
This is our greatest desire “that all who come here would come to know         
Him more personally and intimately.” Will you join us in praying that those  
who come to the door of Evangel Home would be open to His healing in     
their lives?   

With joy, Sarah Dawson

Please note: I wrote the following 
letter prior to COVID-19 outbreak. 

Are You Ready to be 
Healed? 
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OUR FINAL 2019 GRADUATE 
 Congratulations, Martha!  
Graduations are always the best days. We   
get to celebrate each graduate individually  
for all their hard work and dedication over  
the last nine months. Martha was joined by 
her husband and her two children on this 
special day. 
God loves reconciliation. He loves us to 
have a right relationship with Him and   
with others. During Martha’s time in the 
GARDEN program, she discovered a fresh 
new relationship with Him and was able to 
start reconciliation with her family. It was 
very emotional when her family got up to 
talk about her. When Martha first got to  
Evangel Home, her family had just started 
talking to her again after Martha had been 
gone for six years. Her husband stated that even after the long absence, he never 
stopped loving her and is glad to have her back in his life. Her son said that he 
thought he would never see his mom again and initially wasn’t sure he wanted to 
do so. However, he still remembered the good times they had together and said 

yes to seeing her. Her 
daughter said she was so 
proud of her mom and is 
excited to spend more time 
with her. Let’s all rejoice  
and thank God as this 
awesome family is being 
healed and restored to 
each other. Restoring   
relationships is a long, 
hard journey. Let's pray 
for them as they continue 
this process of healing! 

Martha with her husband and children. 
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2019 BANQUET UPDATE 
They’ve arrived! Our first washer was installed just 
after the new year. As our current washers and dryers 
break down, we are replacing them with new ones.  
I’ve heard from the house managers that they are   
awesome! Not only do the new washers get the   
clothes extra clean, the cycle is completed in about  
half the time. Thank you to all of you who have had     
a part in this!  

SAVE-THE-DATE for 2020! 
Evangel Home is celebrating our 65th Anniversary (the Sapphire               
Anniversary) and plans are already underway for our 2020 Banquet. We hope 
we can be together in September and you 
can join in celebrating this momentous    
occasion.  Please be praying about who    
you can invite to share in this truly           
inspirational evening. 

Mark your calendars for  
Tuesday, September 8, 2020, at        
6:30 p.m., at TorNino’s. Please watch 
for further information and invitations. 

Please note: Due to rising costs in all areas, the price per person  
will be $50, and the cost for sponsoring a table of 10 will be $500. 
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Christmas 2019 at our Home  

Christmas Trees  

2019 was our first (hope- 
to-be-annual) Door   
Decorating Contest. Each 
contestant decorated her 
own bedroom door and 
was judged according to 
her creativity, spirituality, 
theme and originality. 
There were such a variety 
of themes that ranged 
from a manger scene to 
one about Olaf, the   
snowman from Frozen.   
It was great to see such    
a joyful spirit from all 
involved!  

Decorated Doors  

After many years of use, our main    
Christmas tree, which stood in the Crisis 
Shelter living room, was literally being 
held together with duct tape. So Jessica, 
our volunteer coordinator, went into     
action and posted our need for a new     
one on Facebook which produced an   
overwhelming response. We asked for   
one tree and got three! Plus, there was 
enough donation money left over for    
new decorations and our resident      
Christmas party!  

 
Thank you so very much!  
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2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Our board members are amazing advocates for Evangel Home. Each of them has 
a desire to serve God by making important decisions about the future of this 
ministry.  
                                                                                                              
NEW & RETURNING BOARD MEMBERS                                          
Please join us in welcoming Bob Zoller and Jan Weston! 
They are on the board for the first time and have jumped right 
in with their gifts and talents. Judy Nachtigal has come back 
for another term after a year off. She is one of the board 
members who is a “Graduation Groupie.” She comes to 
honor and support each resident on their graduation day.  

                                                                                                               
NEW PRESIDENT &                    
 VICE PRESIDENT                                                 
Kaylan is our 2020 president of the 
board. She loves God with great        
enthusiasm and serves us with equal 
passion. Manny, our vice president, has 
a helper’s heart. He always goes about 
his business with a smile and great joy.   
 

 

RETIRING BOARD MEMBER                                                                          
At our board and staff Christmas party                                                               
this past December, we said farewell                                                                    
to Dave Kimball, who has been an                                                                           
unofficial and official part of the                                                                        
Evangel Home board for 20 years.                                          

He truly has a heart of humor and a                                                                     
heart of dedication, and has always been                                                              
an incredible blessing. He is forever                                                                    
willing to help and ready to challenge                                                                 
the board by asking the hard questions                                                                
that need to be asked and answered.                                                                                          
 
Thank you, Dave, for sharpening us and                                                           
helping make us all better and more                                                              
knowledgeable board members.  

Kaylan  Manny  

Jan 

Dave 
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WELCOME, LORRIE! 
Welcome Lorrie, our new office manager! Lorrie joined us full time for training 
in January. We could usually hear her and Emily laughing together in the office 

when they prepared for the   
transition as Emily retired to 
spend more time with her 
young family. Lorrie is a 
huge fan of small children 
and her face lights up at the 
sight of them. She is eager to 
learn everything she can and 
accomplishes this very 
quickly. Lorrie comes to us 
with a degree in International 
Relations. She spent a      
semester in Jordan meeting 
refugees and studying the 

effects of conflict on society and believes her position here fits very well with 
those same passions. We are so glad that this super talented young woman is 
part of the team! 

BUSY KIDS = HAPPY KIDS 

Lorrie and friends 
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HEART SISTERS WEEK     
Heart Sisters Week has traditionally been one of our most eagerly anticipated 
activities — for both staff and residents — and this year was no exception.  
                                                                                                                                                                         
Festivities start when each of our program women is secretly paired with a staff 
member. Throughout the week before Valentine’s Day, gifts are covertly      
exchanged, special meals enjoyed, games and other fun activities experienced. 
The excitement builds until the reveal is held at a special Valentine dinner.   
And after a very full week of showering the women with tangible expressions 
revealing God’s great love, they walk away knowing that they are loved and 
that each one of them is special.   

The week included a special brunch where the women were invited to come eat, 
relax and play games. The story of St. Valentine was read and “How Great the 
Father’s Love for Us” was sung. 

There was lots of laughter as 
each woman tried to guess the 
famous person’s they had stuck 
to their back while only being 
able to ask yes or no        
questions. Winners were 
awarded fabulous prizes.  

 
Guessing the number of        
candies in the jar. 

Fun in the photo booth!  
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Brunch is served! 
In addition to a lovely brunch, the 
staff blessed the women by serving 
them an elegant Valentine feast. 

Raquel being escorted to the 
feast by staff members. 

Anonymous gifts were     
exchanged every day. 

Group photo from 
the Valentine 
luncheon. 
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As we were close to finishing the spring newsletter, we were confronted with the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Here is an update on what we are doing and also where I 
believe God is directing the Home:  
 
Whether or not you have come in direct contact with COVID-19, I’m pretty sure 
there is not a person out there who has not been affected in some way. We are 
needing to be physically separated from family and friends. Essential employees 
are working three times more than normal while others are being asked to stay 
home, finding themselves with very little to do. It requires major adjustments 
and sacrifice from all involved.  
 
As of March 27th, in compliance with government recommendations, we have 
asked those on our staff that are over 65 years old or that have underlying    
medical conditions to stay home. Believe me, they are all anxious to return! 
They love to be here and serve the women and their families. The board has been 
an amazing team that has come together to pray and make decisions regarding 
the Home. We are continually assessing and working to find solutions that will 
enable staff to return to work.  
 
We have consolidated the Crisis Home and GARDEN program so that we have a 
skeleton crew of necessary staff on duty. For those employees who have to work 
from home, we have given them assignments that will benefit their role here 
when they are able to rejoin us, hopefully sooner than later. As with many other     
shelters, we are not currently taking in new residents. The ones who are here are 
doing the best they can, washing hands A LOT, wiping everything down with 
bleach and trying to limit contact with others.  
 
“Sheltering in place” has been a little more challenging with this many           
individuals, but everyone is coming together to look out for one another. The 
first week, we had a theme day where we dressed crazy, had a talent show and 
played games. We have set up a Zoom account so that we can continue to have 
chapel from afar and residents can stay connected. While the outside world will 
continue changing, we are trying to establish some sense of normalcy that will 
allow everyone to move forward to a better place. 
 
By the time this reaches your door, many of the things you’ve read above may 
have changed but the thing that remains constant is the nature of our God. He 
still loves His people. He promised in John 16:33 that we would have troubles 
but that He would leave us His peace. “I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”  

COVID-19: from the Director . . . (again)

Continued on page 11
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COVID-19 

                                                                                                               

                   

There are three things that God had impressed on my heart for the Home even 
before this outbreak:  
 
First: Get your house in order. This is a bold statement that has many         
ramifications. Sometimes, in our lives or when we have been in business or 
church for awhile, we get to a place where we are too comfortable and it’s easy 
to become stagnant. We might heap on more rules with great intentions, all with 
the hope that we can protect ourselves and protect others. While structure and 
rules can be beneficial in our faith journey, too much of this results in a heavy 
yolk that God never intended for us to carry and keeps us from experiencing the 
freedom that Christ died for.  
 
Gratefully, God has always protected this Home. It was founded on faith and 
with faith we shall continue to persevere. In the course of every life, God gently 
confronts us with things that are keeping us from knowing Him more intimately. 
He challenges us and desires for us to become more like Him. Hence, the 
“getting our house in order.” We want to get rid of the things that have become 
stale and replace them with what God truly intends for this place. It is a time of 
cleansing. The world is encouraging us to clean our hands. God is encouraging 
us to clean our hearts.  For all of us, I believe He has granted an amazing       
opportunity to get straight with Him, to pursue honesty and reconcile our rela-
tionship with Him and others.  
 
Second: We are celebrating our 65th year here at Evangel Home. For many 
people, 65 years is when they retire and move into a new phase of life. I believe 
God wants us to move to a new phase. I don’t yet know what that will look like 
exactly. We are trusting that God will show us in time. As this pandemic has 
affected the world as we know it, this will open up a whole new variety of needs 
and we want to be prepared for it!  
 
Third: Obedience to the Lord.  Jeremiah 18:9-10: “And if at another time I    
announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does 
evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had   
intended to do for it.” This is a warning that was given to Jeremiah for Israel, 
encouraging them to continue to obey God because He wants to do good for 
them. We want to continue to obey God in whatever He has for us! 
 
Even though it will be a lot of hard work, I am excited about all the new possi-
bilities we have for serving women and children in crisis. Thank you for praying 
and being a part of the next phase of Evangel Home’s journey! Please continue 
to pray for wisdom and resolve to stay the course God has intended. Many have 
also asked for tangible ways to help. Please see page 12 and 13 for more        
opportunities to support the Home. Thank you!  

continued from page 10 

With Joy in all circumstances, Sarah Dawson 



 12

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

NEW VOLUNTEERS          
Unfortunately, our ability to use most volunteers is on hold until “shelter-in- 
place” orders have been lifted. However, if you are interested in volunteering     
here in the future, or hearing more about the new project mentioned below, 
please contact Jessica, our volunteer coordinator, at her email address:                                     
volunteers@evangelhome.org. 

When considering what to write and tell you about finances, Lorrie and I 
(Sarah) struggled on what to say. We wanted to be vulnerable and let you know 
where we are but also express our deepest gratitude to those who continually 
give. There were and are so many questions we are continually asking ourselves 
during this time. Do we trust that God will provide? Are we actively looking for 
ways to cut the budget and be good stewards of what is given? Do we need 
more money to continue to run this operation? Do we want you to be a part of 
changing lives? The answer to all of these questions is: absolutely, yes! So we 
are just going to be vulnerable and ask for your financial help as we transition 
from a world before a pandemic to a world after. In recent years, we have run 
the Home (all four programs plus counseling and day care) on about $74,000 per 
month. Would you help us reach that goal?  
 
FYI: Ten percent of donations over $10,000 are put in our endowment fund, 
which we save for a rainy day. It rained a lot last year and we’d like to replenish 
that reserve. With the new CARES act coming out, there are some tax            
incentives for “above-the-line” deductions and encouragement for large donors. 
Your accountant can give you more information about how the stimulus can 
impact your giving personally.  
 
The world has moved a lot in the last 65 years, and circumstances continue to 
change, but we find hope in the promise we feel for the Home. We are so   
grateful and humbled to know that our community support base has stood with 
us through all of that time. Please help us keep our doors open for another 65 
years!  Sarah Dawson, Executive Director  

 2019 TOTALS 
Income ................................................................. $693,800 
Expense ................................................................ $886,000  
Shortage .............................................................. -$192,200                  

A new volunteer opportunity: We would love to start a new tradition of 
having welcome baskets for each new woman as she comes in.  
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Canned corn & green beans  
Canned fruit  
Hamburger meat & chicken  
Pasta, including mac & cheese  
Spices: salt, black pepper & 
 garlic salt 

Chicken bouillon  
Maple syrup (gallon size is    
 great!)  

Salad dressing  
Orange juice & milk  
Coffee, tea bags  
Hot chocolate mix  
Sugar, creamer, Splenda  
Eggs  
Cooking oil  
Sesame seed oil   
Mustard,  ketchup & mayo  

Stocking our Cupboards 
     Kitchen Cupboard  

     Cleaning Cupboard  

Note: Items needed most are  
highlighted in bold print. 

Washing machine detergent (unscented)  
Gloves (plastic and Latex)  
Trash bags (13 & 33 Gallon)  
Paper towels and napkins 
Bleach 
Lysol disinfectant spray 
 

     Personal Cupboard  

Hand Sanitizer  
Shower sponges  
Baby wipes & Diapers (size 3 & 4)  
Q-tips 
Toothpaste 
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November 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020   IN MEMORIAM 

Gail Cole 
 Rita Evans  
Rosemary Cotton 
 Jannay Erbe  
 Cheyan Towne  
Emily Dull 
 Anonymous  
Rita Evans 
 Anonymous  
 Zona Larson                              
Wilda Frasher                            
 Judith Aced 

Judith Aced 
 Wilda Frasher  
Nelda Baker 
 Carol Karabian  
Jerry & Nelda Baker                  
  Trinity Power                        
  Evangel Home Staff               
Gerre Brenneman 
 Shirley & William Armbruster  
The Carrillo Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie F. Steinert  
Gary Catron 
 Evangel Home Staff  

Lewis “Al” Adams, Jr. 
 Ellen Fujii 
Karl Avakian 
 Bruce & Karin Baloian 
Clara M. Bell 
 Avanell Patillo 
Kathy Boyd 
 Growth Group, Clovis 
Diane Camille Brown 
 John & Carol Paboojian 
Fred Fitchhorn 
   Ellen Fujii                                     
Jennifer Flores                            
 David Del Toro 
Barbara Glantz 
 Robert & Susan Toschi 
Ernest Hergenroeder 
 Leonard & Barbara Badigian 
Kathlene Hiebert 
 Eldora Hiebert Warkentin  
Lillian Holmes     
 Betty & Danny Hagopian  
 John Atmajian  
Sandy Janigian 
 Nancy C. Nersesian  
  

Pearl Lion                        
 Nelda Baker  
Robin Lockie 
 Rita Evans 
Keith Lusk 
 Pat Buxton 
Bernice Nachtigal 
 Randy Pinal 
Donald Rose 
 Barbara & Leonard Badigian 
Richard Samuelian 
 Jerry & Nelda Baker 
   Ken & Adele Hopper                     
Kris Smiley 
 Debbie & Craig Elia 
Vahe Simonian 
 Bruce & Karin Baloian 
Alex Prezioso 
 Tish Mastro 
Harold Voth 
 Verna Hagemier  
Barbara Wade 
 Darlene Martin  
Loretta White 
 Richard & Mary Ellen Emerson  
 Betty Higdon  

 HONORARIA November 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020   

continued on page 15 
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Memorial & Honoraria Donations 
If you would like to remember a loved one with a memorial donation or honor     
a special person or milestone through a gift to Evangel Home, please complete 
the following form. 

 Honoraria  Memorial 

Name of deceased or honoree 
Honoraria occasion (optional) 
Send acknowledgement card to: 
 Address 
 City     State  Zip  
Remembered by (your name): 
 Address 
 City     State  Zip 

Amount Enclosed 
$_______ 

Checks may be made payable to: 
EVANGEL HOME 

Mail completed form to: 
EVANGEL HOME 

137 N. Yosemite 
Fresno, CA 93701 

November 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020 HONORARIA continued from page 14
 

Tim & Noelle Nightingale 
 Henry & Apri Keledjian 
 Brian & Janalee Melikian        
Trudy Price                              
 Janet DaSilva                      
Johnnie & Debra Steinert   
 Anonymous                            
Jim & Sharon Tuck             
 Anonymous                           
Todd Watta                     
 Conrad & Donna Sanborn  
Charity Whitney                
 Leslie Purvis                             
John & Lois Yakligian             
 Tim & Janet DaSilva 

Margaret Harrison 
 Anonymous 
Cynthia Higuera 
 Anonymous 
   Anonymous     
Ken & Adele Hopper 
 Jeff Hopper 
The Howard Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie F. Steinert 
Bobbe & Stan Jones 
 Kim E. Anderson           
Christie Majors                   

Anonymous                       
Claudette Mekalian &  
Luther Khachigian 
 Kenneth & Robyn Esraelian 



EVANGEL HOME 
137 N. Yosemite, Fresno, CA 93701 

559-264-4714 
evangelhome.org 

 

Proud Member of

GARDEN 
9-Month Alternative Sentencing Program

CrossRoads
     9-Month Transitional Living Program

www.evangelhome.org

CRISIS 
SHELTER

30-Day Emergency Stay

Community
Connection

24 Month Graduate  Program

‘HEARTLINE’
KRDU 1130 AM

Saturday ................................ 7:30 a.m.
Saturday................................. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday .................................. 5:45 p.m.

KCIV 99.9 FM
Saturday
                    KGED 1680 AM
Saturday................................ 11:00 a.m.
Sunday.................................. 11:30 a.m.

www.evangelhome.org
or visit us on Facebook

................................ 8:30 a.m.

RADIO
SCHEDULE

ACCREDITED

Enhancing Trust


